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SCHOOL OVERVIEW
South Newman Primary School is an
lndependent Public School located in the heart
of the Pilbara region of Western Australia.
As an Independent Public School, we provide a
supportive learning environment to foster
successful, motivated learners who strive to
achieve their best.

South Newman Primary School provides a
range of education opportunities and
experiences for approximately 400 students
from Kindergarten to Year Six. The school staff
work together as a team to make a positive
contribution to the effective operation of the
school.

OUR MOTTO
To meet the needs of every student, our
school strives to attain high academic
achievement and personal growth. This is
accomplished through continued cooperation
between school, community, parents and
students. We foster a school climate that is
safe, inclusive and supportive of individual
students, facilitating each student to achieve
success.

VISION STATEMENT
Eyes on the learning.
Eyes on the future.
OUR VALUES
Our school values of Respect, Responsibility
and Care and Compassion are used in our
everyday dealings with each other and in the
development of our programs and policies.
These values form the mural purpose of our
school and foundation for ensuring the best
school environment for all our students, staff
and members of the community. This is what
we call ‘The Newman Way’. We value our
diversity and are proud of our inclusive
environment.

PRINCIPAL'S ADDRESS
Welcome to the 2021 Annual Report for South Newman Primary School (SNPS). 2021 brought about a
lot of change at our school. We have all continued to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic, completed the
new administration building, introduced two new programs to the school for students; The Resilience
Project and Clontarf, said good bye to many students and some staff as well. It has been fantastic to
welcome new families and staff to the South Newman Primary School team and create a new business
plan and school vision statement “Eyes on the learning, eyes on the future”.
It was with great sadness we bade farewell to our Principal, Mrs Katie Wallace in Term 2 as she
relocated to the South West region. After stepping up to the Principal role I was very honoured and
privileged to be awarded the Principal position substantively from Term 3. We also welcomed Miss
Baudine Boshoff, Miss Paige Bennett and Mrs Veronica Rose as teachers to our school throughout the
year.
The global COVID-19 pandemic continued to be present in our lives throughout the year. It was
particularly noticeable for students with families living on the east coast of Australia. Newman
avoided any virus outbreaks but the hard boarder changes throughout the year did have a noticeable
effect on our families and staff. There was definitely a feeling of increased isolation and separation
from extended family in our little town. However, in true Iron, Spirit and Courage the team at South
Newman Primary School soldiered on and supported each other and the students using The
Resilience Project as a vehicle for ensuring the wellbeing and mental health of everyone remained
positive. A significant financial investment was made to provide the students with this program and
initially was so successful in the middle to upper year levels that it was extended to a school wide
implementation. Coupled with the other emotional learning delivered in the classrooms, The
Resilience Project focuses on Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness. The feedback from students,
teachers and community is that its effects on our young peoples’ mental health has been very
beneficial.
South Newman Primary School has continued to develop our whole school pedagogy of Explicit
Instruction in 2021. Being our third year into this journey, it is now firmly woven into the culture of the
school and we continue to see the benefits for teaching and learning on the student achievement
data. I am so proud of the culture of continual improvement in teaching practices that has been
developed and embedded at South Newman Primary School. In anticipation of the 2021 NAPLAN
results not being as we would have liked them, the Administration Team initiated the implementation
of a strategic plan for Mathematics, which is well underway across the whole school. I am looking
forward to seeing the positive results for students in 2022.
I now invite you to read the Annual Report 2021 and join with me in
celebrating what a successful and rewarding year it has been for
students, parents, staff and Newman community in 2021.
Kind regards
Sonia Hammond
Principal

SCHOOL BOARD
Welcome to the 2021 Annual Report for South Newman Primary School.
I would like to begin by acknowledging the traditional owners and custodians of the country in which
we operate, and the many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who have lived, worked and
contributed to the heritage of this region. I pay my respects to their Elders, past present and
emerging.
It has been a pleasure to serve as Chair of the School Board for this past year, and wasn’t it a very
different year we had compared to 2020 where we learned to adjust to a world with COVID. Rather we
have learned in 2021 to accept it and just get on with this new “normal”.
I would like to mention and thank Graeme Airton our outgoing board member for his dedication and
contribution over the past few years, and also welcome our new members to our board, Stacey
Gardiner, Rebecca Masitto, Danielle Lockyer, Nicole Boelema, Sean O’Hanlan and Katie McDonald. I
would also like to mention and thank our previous Principle Katie Wallace and thank her for her
tireless dedication to the children of our beautiful school and also welcome and congratulate Sonia
Hammond on her appointment to the position of Principal South Newman Primary School.
The School Board was very delighted to finally have our new reception and office area completed and
moved into, and how lovely does it look? Going forward we are excited to be planning minor works –
the Big Ass Fan, upgrading the basketball courts, replacement of furniture and a lick of paint and
some statues for the front of the school and the ECE area. Personally I’m excited that we at SNPS
have decided to continue with our Resilience Project, good social, emotional and mental health is
fundamental to every student’s success and learning.
I would like to thank Lynda Langlands, President of the P&C, and the P&C Committee for their
continued support of the school and the school board. This year going out with a bang and hosting a
super raffle of a Toyota Rav 4 raising a fabulous $75 000 to assist us in financing the minor works
mentioned previously.
In conclusion, I would like to say thank you and goodbye as my husband and I make a move back to
Perth to be closer to our South Newman Primary School Alumni Children (once Green always Green),
grandchildren and aging parents. If you would like to take a more active role in your child’s future and
education, I encourage you to nominate for our school board or P&C committee, it is very rewarding.
Kind regards
Gerry Parsons
School Board Chair

NAPLAN
The South Newman Primary School NAPLAN data yielded mixed results in 2021. Having not held the
NAPLAN assessments in 2020, the results in 2021 were highly anticipated as one measure of how the
school is performing academically. The Year 3 results were excellent. Year 3 students achieved higher
results in four out of the five assessment areas and all assessments achieved in the above expected
range. All the literacy results in particular were extremely pleasing. The Numeracy result, although a
small drop in results from 2019, were still good and within the above expected range.
The Year 5 results were not as pleasing. The results in all five assessment areas decreased from 2019
results. Again the numeracy results were a decrease from the previous assessment, the Year 5 results
dramatically so. The Year 5 Writing assessment results were also a dramatic decrease from 2019
results.
Analysis of the Year 3 results provided excellent reinforcement that the programs and whole school
teaching and learning at South Newman Primary School are providing students with all the necessary
skills to be successful in the areas of literacy and numeracy. Analysis of the Year 5 results however
provided questions as to what was happening between Year 3 and Year 5 that were causing students
to not be making significant progress, in particular the areas of Numeracy and Writing.
Significant time was spent with the whole staff in deep analysis of the NAPLAN Numeracy results,
looking at individual question responses and identifying common misconceptions of each. The staff
highlighted that mathematic vocabulary and basic number facts were key to students improved
success. These two elements were then incorporated in the Mathematics Strategic Plan for South
Newman Primary School and became the focus for each explicit mathematics lesson. Timetabling of
the classrooms were also looked at, adjusting time to ensure that Mathematics was a priority and an
explicit lesson taught as a priority every school day. Teacher professional learning was also initiated
using the online Dr Paul Swan videos and resources as well as organising face to face professional
learning and classroom demonstrations and observations by Dr Paul Swan in 2022. Using Dr Paul
Swan diagnostic assessments, students were screened and intensive small intervention groups were
formed. The aim of this intervention is to ensure all the basic number principals are embedded to
ease the cognition load allowing students more opportunity to build upon their mathematics learning
with success.
We are looking forward to the 2022 NAPLAN results with the view of seeing further academic success
for the students at South Newman Primary School.
Sonia Hammond
Principal
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EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION

Since the beginning of 2019 South Newman Primary School has
implemented John Fleming’s Explicit Instruction teaching model
as a whole school approach to teaching and learning. Mr John Fleming
was employed by the school as a consultant to assist in this process
and drive the implementation of explicit instruction. At the end of our
third year journey into this implementation, South Newman Primary
School has had excellent results with explicit instruction not only forming
part of what we do at South Newman Primary School but engrained in the
culture of our wonderful school.
The global COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on the amount of time Mr John Fleming
has been able to physically visit our school, only attending once in the last two years. However, it is
the dedication and unrelenting focus of the team at South Newman Primary School that has seen the
explicit instruction approach continue to develop and grow at the school in 2021. Mr Fleming has
continued to provide professional learning to staff and the administration team via video link when
not physically able to attend. During his one visit he was exceptionally impressed with the high level
teaching and learning happening across every learning area in the school using the model. The areas
of significance improvement included; every lesson in every learning area including specialist classes
following the lesson format, every year level demonstrating all the elements essential for reading
success and the culture of observation and feedback of staff to improve performance, including the
induction processes of new teachers to the school.
2021 saw significant improvements and development of staff in the implementation of Explicit
Instruction. Teachers and support staff that have been at the school since the journey started in 2019
have a much deeper understanding of the brain science underpinning the approach. This has
benefitted the students enormously, with teachers not just going through the motions of the lesson,
but developing resources and honing the content and delivery of the curriculum to suit the context at
South Newman Primary School. Student participation and engagement in the classes is at an all-time
high as they feel supported and continue to rise to the high expectations set at our school.
The culture of South Newman Primary School has continued to strengthen in the area of Explicit
Instruction. Teachers are willingly developing and sharing resources and planning to ensure
consistent delivery of the curriculum content. New staff are supported in their explicit instruction
journey by not only the administration team, but teaching staff, support staff and the students
themselves. A growing bank of filmed lessons of teachers at South Newman Primary School
demonstrating the John Fleming Explicit Instruction Model have been developed by the school and
are used as professional learning tools and modelling of best practice within the school.
Explicit Instruction as the whole school approach to curriculum delivery has continued with great
success in 2021. We are looking forward to continuing on this journey and are confident that the
positive impact of John Fleming’s Explicit Instruction Model on the success for all students will
continue at South Newman Primary School in 2022.
Sonia Hammond
Principal
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2021 SEMESTER 2 READING ASSESSMENT DATA
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Whole School Reading Data
E, D, C, B, A refers to Reporting to Parents grades. The benchmark changes from Semester 1 to
Semester 2 (reading expectations increase). All students are assessed in reading regularly, depending
on their reading ability. Each term year group teachers have a meeting with the curriculum Deputy
and discuss each student’s reading skills. Students that need extra support are placed into
intervention depending on their needs. Individual Education Plans (IEP) are developed for students
deemed ‘at risk’. Vast reading improvements were made throughout the year in year levels; PP, Year
1, Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4. Year 5 and Year 6 data shows similar percentage throughout the year .

LITERACY
PRE-PRIMARY LETTERS AND SOUNDS DATA PHASE
GROUPINGS - LONGITUDE DATA

LITERACY
SPEAKING AND LISTENING: ON ENTRY LONGITUDINAL
COMPARISON TO STATE 2017 - 2021

LITERACY
SPEAKING AND LISTENING: ON ENTRY LONGITUDINAL
COMPARISON TO STATE 2017 - 2021

2021 Speaking and Listening data is collected from the On Entry testing periods; Term 1 and Term 4.
The data indicated, similar to previous years (except for 2019) that SNPS average range is below the
WA state average range in Term 1. With the continued implementation of staff collaboration and
effective programs such as: Explicit instruction approach, Letters and Sounds Phase 1 &2, Words
Grammar Fun and the Heggerty Phonemic Awareness program the results in the Speaking and
Listening domain in Term 4 are incredible; equalling the state range in 2021 and in 2018, 2019 and
2020 exceeded the state’s average range.
Upskilling teachers and support staff in Language Professional Learning by SNPS staff experts onsite
is a priority at our school. Staff receive Professional Learning in the Explicit Instruction John Fleming
approach, Heggerty, Words Grammar Fun and Letters and Sounds Phase 1 and 2. With the inclusion
of timely and effective data collection the cohort is closely monitored throughout the year.

LITERACY
ON ENTRY 2019 - 2021
PRE-PRIMARY ANALYSIS
ON ENTRY PROGRESSION DATA TERM 1 - 4
*Average Scale Score

Median Achievement – Term 1
Comparison to ICSEA Deciles
2020- SNPS Decile: 9 SNPS ICSEA: 902
2021- SNPS Decile: 8 SNPS ICSEA: 942

PRE-PRIMARY MODULE 1 – TERM 1

LITERACY
ON ENTRY 2019 - 2021
PRE-PRIMARY ANALYSIS
TERM 4 DATA - STATE AVERAGE

On Entry data shows that at the beginning of 2021, SNPS’s Pre-primary cohort displayed skills below
schools with ‘like’ cohorts in Reading and Numeracy and equalled the skills of like-schools in Writing.
The data collected from the On Entry assessment, then dictated the areas staff needed to plan for. To
gauge if our planning was effective, the Pre-primary teachers retested On Entry in Term 4. This data
showed that the programs and planning that SNPS has implemented has improved student’s skills
and understanding. Unlike the beginning of the year, where SNPS compares the data to like-schools,
SNPS compares the data to the state average scale score at the end of the year (lifting our
expectations to align with the state average). The data shows that SNPS Pre-Primaries’ average scale
range is within the state average scale score in Speaking and Listening, Reading and Numeracy. SNPS
has identified that Writing is an area for improvement and is a priority for 2022.
Like-schools are schools in similar circumstances and facing similar challenges.
In determining ‘like-schools’, account should be taken of the percentage of
students with Indigenous backgrounds, the socio-economic backgrounds
of the students in the school, and the percentage of students from
language backgrounds other than English

LITERACY
WORDS GRAMMAR FUN (WGF)

LITERACY
WORDS GRAMMAR FUN (WGF)
Words Grammar Fun (WGF) is a program designed for Kindergarten and Pre-primary students; Phase
1 – Kindergarten students and Phase 2 Pre-primary students and remediation for older students. WGF
targets semantic and grammar skills. Semantics refers to the ability to express and understand the
meaning of words. Grammar refers to the study of language which deals with the forms and structure
of words and with their customary arrangement in phrases and sentences. During Term 1,
Kindergarten students are assessed and in Term 2 and 3 the WGF program is administered. Term 4
students are reassessed. SNPS delivers WGF in Kindergarten twice a week. The activities are delivered
in small groups and are short, sharp and fun. Referring to the tables on the previous page there are
two concepts in Grammar (1st table) and Semantics (2nd table).
SNPS made improvements in all areas of Grammar. Ten target areas of Grammar were achieved.
Areas that made notable improvements were Pronouns, Auxiliaries, Possessive ‘ing’, Possessive
Pronouns, Regular Plurals, Conjunctions, Labelling Functions, Labelling Locations, Labelling Verbs,
Sorting Categories, Labelling Categories.
All data is analysed and assists in the following year’s delivery of the program.

LITERACY
WORDS PER MINUTE (WPM) - WHELDALL ASSESSMENT
OF READING LISTS (WARL)
YEAR 1

WARL – WPM tests are a quick and simple measure of reading automaticity. This assessment is
designed to identify younger low-progress readers and used as one tool for monitoring reading
progress. At the end of Year 1 the number of sight words read quickly is 46 or more to be considered
achieving reading targets. Targets change from Term 1 to Term 4. Term 1 SNPS had 18% reading 26
words or more, Term 4 SNPS had 86% reading 46 or more. Excellent progress made by Year 1
students in 2021.

YEAR 2

LITERACY
At the end of Year 2 the number of sight words read quickly is 68 or more to be considered achieving
reading targets. Targets change from Term 1 to Term 4. Term 1 SNPS had 42% reading 54 words or
more, Term 4 SNPS had 53% reading 46 or more. Although the benchmark changed progress was
made by Year 2 students in 2021.

WORDS PER MINUTE (WPM) - WHELDALL ASSESSMENT
OF READING NONWORDS (WARN)
PRE-PRIMARY

The WARN (Wheldall Assessment of Reading Nonwords) is a simple measure of reading performance
for younger readers (Pre-primary and Year 1). Using the 50-word lists provided, teachers can assess a
student’s level of oral reading fluency and compare this to benchmarks in just one minute. It may also
be used to predict likely performance on the Phonics Screening Check so that any necessary
intervention may be commenced in good time.
WARN began at SNPS in Term 2, 2021. 39% of Pre-primary students could read 3 or more nonwords.
In Term 4 the same amount could read 8 or more nonwords.

LITERACY
WORDS PER MINUTE (WPM) - WHELDALL ASSESSMENT
OF READING NONWORDS (WARN)
YEAR 1

WARN began at SNPS in Term 2, 2021. 39% of Year 1
students could read 11 or more nonwords. 42% of Year
1 students could read 18 or more non words.
Reflections of this test showed Pre-primary and Year 1
students had difficulty tracking through the line of
words and dropping to the next line. To support
students in increasing their WPM rate, Reading Warmups now include lists of words and non-words.
Jen Dickinson
Curriculum Deputy Principal

NUMERACY

Mathematics at South Newman Primary School is taught explicitly holding high expectations for all
our students, building on their prior knowledge, focusing on a supportive and inclusive environment,
rich mathematical vocabulary and promoting flexible problem solvers. Teachers have a high level of
understanding of concepts and how to teach them, providing students with a range of tools to explain
their thinking and learning.
South Newman Primary School has continued in 2021 to have a strong focus on improving the
Numeracy standards for all students. Mr John Fleming has continued to be employed as a consultant
in the school’s explicit instruction journey, of which mathematics improvement is a core focus, as well
as Dr Paul Swan’s resources and professional development for teachers using the Developmental
Milestones in each year level across all strands and concepts in Mathematics.
The development of Scope and Sequence documents for all year levels in Mathematics proved to be
an excellent resource for teachers, ensuring consistency in the delivery of the curriculum,
collaboration amongst teachers and regular, valid data collection of student achievements across the
school in 2021. Regular critical analysis of students’ achievement data in Mathematics indicated that
student progress could be improved. This initiated the development and implementation of the South
Newman Primary School Mathematics Strategic Plan.
To begin the school’s journey towards achieving the goals on the strategic plan some modifications
and planning were initiated:
Classroom timetables were reviewed to ensure that Mathematics was being explicitly taught every
school day across the school.
Classroom sets of individual student resource kits were developed to be trialled in Year 2 and 4 for
the 2022 school year to assist students to have ready access to hands on materials and resources
to assist with their Mathematics learning.
Year level collaborative Numeracy meetings were undertaken each term to review student
achievement data with the Curriculum Deputy Principal and Numeracy leaders.
Diagnostic assessments of students were administered and intervention groups formed to assist
students in their acquisition of the necessary numeracy skills and learning easing the cognitive
load in order for them to be able to build upon their mathematics understandings.
Explicit numeracy vocabulary lessons were included in every day instruction to build students
mathematics literacy to understand and apply their knowledge to problem solving.
Professional development from Dr Paul Swan was completed in 2021 and planned face to face
mentoring, modelling and mathematics conference to be hosted and held by South Newman
Primary in 2022.
As a school, we realise the importance of students being fluent in basic number facts across all four
operation: addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. The immediate recall of a basic number
fact at the moment it is needed, frees up cognitive space for students when thinking about and
solving problems. We aim for our students to be fluent in their basic facts, storing them in their longterm memory so they can become fluent and effective mathematicians. We assess all student in Years
1 – 6 on the Westwood One Minute Basic Facts assessments across all four operations at the end of
each school term. This data forms the basis of the collaborative numeracy meetings and informs the
ongoing teaching and learning of Mathematics at South Newman Primary School.

NUMERACY

The implementation of the Mathematics Strategic Plan to improve the students achievement
outcomes in Mathematics has made a great start in 2021. All staff at South Newman Primary School
are fully invested in the plan and it has created a renewed energy for Mathematics at our school. We
are looking forward to continuing to implement the Strategic Plan and watching the progress of
student learning being lifted to new heights in 2022.
Sonia Hammond
Principal

NUMERACY

NUMERACY
Westwood One Minute Basic Facts 2021
TERM 1 - 4 ADDITION BENCHMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

Westwood One Minute Basic Facts 2021
TERM 1 - 4 SUBTRACTION BENCHMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

NUMERACY
Westwood One Minute Basic Facts 2021
TERM 1 - 4 MULTIPLICATION BENCHMARK
ACHIEVEMENTS

Westwood One Minute Basic Facts 2021
TERM 1 - 4 DIVISION BENCHMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

SPEECH PATHOLOGY
After a successful trial of Heggerty Phonemic Awareness program in the Pre-primary class of 2020, we
have continued to roll-out the program across the early years, from Kindergarten (Kindy) through to
Year 2 classes. The program has also been integrated into South Newman Primary School “Letters &
Sounds” phonics program to give students further opportunity to practice phonemic awareness skills
to support literacy development.
In order to determine the progress of the program, we have collected data from both Kindy and Preprimary, and compared this to 2020 cohort. Please note the following:
Pre-Primary:
The 2021 Pre-primary cohort have achieved a good result for phonemic awareness skills, with 82%
of students scoring more than 75%. This high standard is identical to the 2020 Pre- primary
results.
98% of students improved in their phonemic awareness skills when comparing their beginning
and end-of-year assessment results.
Kindy:
The 2021 Kindy group have recorded an improvement in results compared to the 2020 Kindy
group. 36% of the Kindy students scored higher than 75%. This is compared to 19% scoring higher
than 75% in 2020.
The majority of students (66%) in 2021 scored above 50%, compared to 2020 where the majority of
students (62%) scored below 50% in their end-of-year assessment.
92% of students showed improved results in phonemic awareness skills when comparing their
beginning and end-of-year assessment results.

Professional Learning:
Professional development is highly valued and encouraged at South Newman Primary School. The
Speech Pathologist employed by SNPS provided the teachers with professional learning sessions
during 2021. The Heggerty Phonemic awareness program was a new program to the majority of
teachers at South Newman Primary School so a professional learning session was held in February to
provide an introduction to teachers about the program, and how to use it in the classroom. This was
followed in Term 3 with a professional learning session to explain why phonemic awareness is
important, and how it supports literacy development.
Words Grammar & Fun is an oral language program that has been taught for many years to the Kindy
students at South Newman Primary School. A presentation was also held to cover the different
grammatical and semantic concepts taught through the program. This was offered to the new
teachers who were implementing the program in their classrooms for the first time to give them
context about the program, and to provide information about oral language and how it supports
literacy development.
Cath Keating - Speech Pathologist

NATIONAL QUALITY STANDARDS
This year the National Quality Standard (NQS) Committee updated the Early Childhood Philosophy to
make it easier for parents read in a dot point format. The NQS Committee also updated the Early
Childhood Plan to reflect our current practices and to include our current school improvement plan.
The NQS Committee includes teachers from Kindergarten to Year 2 and had the involvement of the
Principal and Deputy Principal. It was great to see all the staff come together to go through a number
of Quality Areas each term. As each Quality Area was reflected upon, ideas and statements were
noted and after careful review placed into our Early Childhood Plan. Starting this year, the NQS
Committee has put snippets of their classes learning on display in the school newsletter, stating the
areas covered by the NQS to share with the school community.
This year the NQS Coordinator was allocated up to 5 hours a week to work through the National
Quality Standard. This has been fantastic as the co-ordinator assisted teachers with observations,
future planning ideas, started a new outdoor planning initiative for the early childhood play area and
outlined a school play policy. A survey was created in association with other team leaders and a
Deputy Principal inquiring about The Physical Environment, Staffing Arrangements and Relationships
with children. This enabled the NQS committee and the Admin team to reflect on school practices, put
strategies in place on our improvement plan and give feedback to teachers.
At the beginning of each term Early Childhood Team Meetings have started to address any problems
that may have occurred in the previous term and to action a plan to amend it. This also gives time for
the NQS Coordinator to go through any issues or points that need to be addressed to comply with the
National Quality Standard.
Stacey Gardiner
NQS Coordinator

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
In 2021, students in PP – 3 focused on a variety of
fundamental movement, locomotor and body
management skills. They were provided with
opportunities to develop these skills in various
individual and team situations. In Term 1, students
developed their throwing, catching, bouncing and
locomotor skills within different modified games. Term
2 and 3 saw us practising for our annual athletics
carnival. Term 4 we focused on our kicking and
dodging skills in modified games of soccer.
Our senior students used their fundamental skills
knowledge and linked them into organised games,
sports and activities. We not only focused on our
physical abilities, but our interpersonal skills such as
the encouragement of others, negotiation and sharing
roles, and dealing with conflicts and disagreements. In
Term 1 we covered cricket, ultimate Frisbee and
netball, and in Term 4 we focused on T-Ball, volleyball
and touch rugby.

2021 Highlights
Interschool winners for the Newman swimming, cricket, netball, football and athletics carnivals.
Faction athletics carnival was enjoyed by all. A large contingent of parents and friends in
attendance to support their children.
Very successful lap-a-thon conducted to support cross country and fundraising for the P&C
Success with the turn out and effort from students in our before school running club, prior to our
cross country event.
Success with development and implementation of our Whole school sport on a Friday afternoon
and Year 6 transition at NSHS.
Successful swimming carnival with the focus on all students participating in a variety of
competitive races in Years 3 – 6
Visits from cricket WA, WCE, Rugby WA, T-Ball WA and other outside organisations.
Amazing leadership from our faction captains – commitment to weekly jobs, coordinating an ECE
Athletics carnival and cross country carnival.
Hayley Mews
Physical Education Specialist

ART
What a creative year of Art for the students across Years 1 to 6! It has been amazing to see students
use their imagination, get messy and think outside the box. Throughout Semester One students
investigated different artists and elements utilised in famous pieces of Artwork. Competitions from
the Bloody Slow Cup to Cricket T20 Women’s shirts were entered and even won. No matter what
project South Newman Primary students took part in the results were magnificent masterpieces.
Year 1 and Year 2
Students experimented with a range of different art materials gaining a deeper understanding of the
visual elements of shape, line and texture. The students researched cultural masks around the world
to create a paper mache sculpture which they personalised with paint, feathers, beads, and other
decorative items.
Year 3 and Year 4
Students developed their artistic processes and techniques to explore visual conventions through
shape, texture, colour and space. Beautiful Nature collages and Aboriginal dot paintings were
created. Students also took part in a community competition where they were given the task to
design a cricket shirt for the two women's cricket teams, taking into consideration local landmarks
and the Pilbara landscape.
Year 5 and Year 6
Students were given the opportunity to draft, design and finalise a Resilience Project Poster for the
school's Wellbeing Committee. The students used water colour materials and research to bring their
poster to life and give meaning. Fabric painting and light tracing were completed, developing their
skills and processes through the elements of line, shape, value and texture. With new found skills, the
students created fluid artwork using abstract painting techniques and even created our new
Christmas Concert backdrop.

Overall, it has been an amazing year with all year groups! Students have built on their artistic
knowledge and skills, while also participating in interactive activities, producing some masterpieces
that will go down in South Newman history. We cannot wait to see the talent waiting for us in 2022!
Naomi Dakin-Barnes
Art Specialist

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
In 2021, students from Years 1 to 6 began to learn about Digital Technologies as a specialist subject.
Based in the school computer room, students have had ongoing exposure and experience with
essential technologies and skills for the 21st century. Learning activities in Digital Technologies have
been focused on pushing students further and shifting their interactions with technology; from simply
being used to observe to instead being used to create solutions, products and ideas. Younger
students in Years 1 and 2 have explored a range of computing skills and basic robotics, and students
in Years 3 and 4 have learned the fundamentals of coding and used this knowledge to apply their own
ideas. Students in Years 5 and 6 looked closely at the elements of our rapidly changing digital world,
investigating Artificial Intelligence and developing their coding skills to make use of sensors and
circuits to create real world solutions.
We have also been part of a pilot program in the latter part of this year, collaborating with Creating
Communities, NewmanFutures and STEM Smart. This pilot program brings together our school,
Newman Primary and Newman Senior High School to establish optimistic and highly effective
technologies learning plans that build on prior learning across primary and secondary schooling.
The goal of this partnership is to continually exceed the level of knowledge our Year 6 students leave
primary schooling with, year over year, and enable greater opportunities in their high school careers.
It has been fantastic to see students taking part in the learning experiences made possible by this
partnership so eagerly and the high level of engagement that is shown by all students. This program
and the supply of cutting-edge resources are excitingly expanding students digital learning scope as
we go into 2022.
Jack Butler
Digital Technologies Specialist

SCIENCE
2021 has been a very busy year in Science. The
year started with every class conducting the
Lemon Volcano Experiment where students learnt
about safety in the Science Room. It was very cool.
This was followed by a lesson on following explicit
instructions through the melted chocolate
experiment, which was very delicious!
The Year 3 classes learnt that you can turn liquids into solids, by removing heat. Using this process,
the classes made ice-cream, which was an absolute hit with all the students.
All senior students learnt about Cows mooing softly and how this would help them remember about
fair tests, and the scientific method.
Our school received a very generous grant from the Shire of East Pilbara, to purchase a 160cm
skeleton on a stand. A competition was held for all the students, to come up with a name for the
skeleton. Tim and Varish, from Room 13, came up with the name: Mr Mega G Bones. There is a small
skeleton in the room called Mr G Bones, so Tim and Varish thought that the new skeleton was a
“mega” version of the little one. Mr Mega G Bones has been an incredible addition to our Science
Room.
Science Week was an absolute hit. Every class created food masterpieces, which they got to eat. There
were wonderful parent volunteers, who the students really enjoyed working with. Plus, lots of
students made delicious food creations at home. The week ended with a whole school competition.
Each class was asked to create a
Foodscape using our school map.
The winning class was Room 1,
who were rewarded with a class
party.
Anna Marr
Science Specialist

GERMAN
What a wunderbar year of learning for the students across Years 3 to 6!
Online lessons have taken place over the two semesters with German teachers Katherine Williams,
Tanja Colgan and Anja Shultz from Rossmoyne Senior High School. These teachers combined have an
amazing skill set and knowledge base to guide and educate our students at South Newman Primary
School. All students participated in a fun German Day Out where they got to utilise their language
skills in interactive outdoor activities. Towards the end of the year students have been busy with
Christmas based festivities, immersing themselves in the German culture and showcasing their
language at the End of Year Concert, performing a German Christmas Carol.
Year 3
The Year 3 students spent the year sharing information about themselves, pets and family and
learning about important celebrations in Germany. Throughout their learning students made
connections between the German and English language. The subjects of Art and German were also
integrated when students created beautiful watercolour posters of their chosen pet with a detailed
description underneath.
Year 4
Across Year 4, students have spent the year sharing information about their personal worlds
including their daily routine, school and hobbies in German. Students were taught how to interact and
exchange relevant information about school and daily routine with teachers and peers using the
appropriate language conventions.
Year 5
The Year 5 students have spent the year sharing information about Newman and learning about
different towns and places in Germany. Students also took a more in depth look at German train
stations and timetabling where they extracted and exchanged information with their peers. Year 5
students created their own town with shops and landmarks which they used as a hot task in an oral
and written assessment.
Year 6
Over the year, students in Year 6 have spent the year learning and sharing opinions about leisure and
after school activities in German. Students examined timetables from German schools where they
made comparisons with their own to draw information. Art was then integrated and students
designed and created A3 posters displaying information on a chosen subject.
Overall, it has been a fantastic year with all year
groups! Students have built on their language
skills, participated in fun activities and have
produced high quality work. We cannot wait to
see what 2022 has in store for us!
Naomi Dakin-Barnes
German Specialist

KINDILINK
In 2021 we embraced 40 registered families in our 2021 KindiLink. Our focus was on social and
emotional skills as well as school routines. We also focused on pre-literacy and numeracy skills, fine
and gross motor skills.
In Term 1 we welcomed new families into the school environment. During Term 2 and 3 we practiced
learning games, conversational reading, cooking, music and rhyme, and art and craft. In Term 4 we
focused on transition to Kindergarten.
We created an Aboriginal and Torres Strait session every Friday to reduce class size and tailor to the
needs of the families attending.
2021 Highlights
KindiLink State-wide events Messy Play Week and On Country
Newman Emergency Services Visit
Foodbank visits
Participated in whole school events such as Lap-a-thon, Pirate Day Treasure Hunt, NAIDOC,
National Sorry Day, Father’s Day Breakfast and Book Week
Newman Town Library Visits including a visit to celebrate Indigenous Literacy Week
KindiLink to Kindergarten Term 4 transition
Health care provider visits-School Psych, Speech Therapist, Ngala, Save the Children
Nature Walks
Weekly cooking
Ginny McMaster
KindiLink Teacher

POLLY FARMER FOUNDATION
LEARNING CLUB
South Newman Primary School continued its successful partnership with Polly Farmer Foundation
(PFF) in 2021. At the start of the school year, our number of students was the most we have ever had.
50 children were enrolled. These numbers stayed the same throughout the year. There were five staff
members from SNPS as tutors. Each Monday and Tuesday we focused on Mathematics and Literacy.
The students would split into their year group and complete activities as a revision of what they were
learning in class.
First term was a busy one with the Commitment Ceremony that was combined with Follow the Dream.
Parents and children committed to abide by the expectations that PFF have in place. It was a
wonderful afternoon with everyone sharing an afternoon tea. We focused on a different Dreamtime
story every second Wednesday, all children got together to read the stories and enjoy group activities.
To end the Term we had a combined Easter Get Together with Follow the Dream and the Martu
Centre. Students split up into four groups with a mixture of students from each place. It was
wonderful to see them all interacting together.
Second term, students studied Aboriginal symbols and their meaning. Each student made a story by
using symbols and painting it on a canvas, including a written version of their symbolic story.
Third term Learning Club focused on Book Week. Each child completed an activity designing a
chocolate bar after talking about Willy Wonka and The Chocolate Factory. The students were very
excited when they were surprised by the opportunity to actually create their design.
In Term 4 we spent our Wednesday group activity days to work on The Resilience Project activities. It
was wonderful to hear the children explaining the different activities and strategies that they had
completed in class with the Resilience Project. These activities complimented and expanded their
knowledge of Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness.
Nicole Boelema
Polly Farmer Foundation

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY
Throughout 2021 I had the privilege to continue my role as School Psychologist at South Newman
Primary School for three days each week.
Over the course of the year, I worked closely with the administration team to support the learning,
behavioural and mental health of the students at individual, group, and system-wide levels. With the
support and collaboration of our school SAER (students at educational risk) team, we sought to
provide specific support to students at educational risk and aimed to assist in improving the wellbeing
of the school as a whole.
The main achievements made this year at a whole school level, included;
The continued review and refinement of the school’s SAER processes to optimise the identification
of students at educational risk and implement interventions to assist them in achieving their full
potential within the school setting.
Ongoing consultation regarding behaviour support in classrooms.
The establishment of the staff Wellbeing Team. The team continued to meet twice a term to
discuss projects intended to promote student and staff wellbeing. Some projects undertaken by
the team included; the whole school Sensory Walk to assist students in meeting their
proprioceptive sensory needs, updating the school’s sensory resources for use in classrooms and
assisting staff in developing ‘calming corners’ in each classroom to further encourage trauma
informed behaviour support within classrooms.
Providing staff with professional learning regarding trauma informed practice and the effective
implementation of the Resilience Project and Zones of Regulation within classrooms.
Consultation with administration and staff regarding child protection concerns.
Incorporating staff wellbeing activities into each staff meeting.
Supporting the continued implementation of the Zones of Regulation across classrooms to
support the development of student’s emotional regulation skills.
Assisting in the implementation of The Resilience Project social-emotional program across
classrooms to further promote student wellbeing.
Regular collaboration with internal and external agencies regarding the well-being of students
and the Newman community. These agencies included SSEN: Behaviour & Engagement,
SSEN: Disability, WA Country Health Service and the Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service.

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY
The main achievements made this year at an individual student level, included;
Assisting in the identification and assessment of any learning difficulties, along with
recommendations to classroom teachers for classroom modifications and strategies for individual
students.
Working 1:1 with teachers to develop positive, trauma informed behaviour support plans for
students with additional behavioural needs.
Screening for behavioural concerns and the presence of possible neurodevelopmental disorders.
Writing paediatric referral and psychology reports for other service providers for the purpose of
further assessment and diagnosis and to aid their provision of support to individual students.
Providing 1:1 counselling support for students presenting with significant mental health concerns
and providing families with strategies and referral to external services for support.
When required, completing suicide risk assessments with individual students and assisting the
administration team in the development of Risk Management Plans.
Overall, this year at South Newman Primary School has been fantastic. It is a privilege to work
alongside staff with such a high level of passion for the students and the Newman community.
Danielle van den Bok
School Psychologist

WELLBEING
2021 saw a major focus in the improvement of student and staff wellbeing at South Newman Primary
School. The Resilience Project was introduced to both staff and students in years Pre-Primary to Year
6, The Zones of Regulation were re-introduced across the whole school, the Awesome Arts program
was introduced to selected students in Years 3 - 6, the Boys Shed continued for the Year 6 boys and a
‘Sensory Path’ designed by the Wellbeing Committee, was painted in the middle of the school, for all
students to access.

The Resilience Project
South Newman Primary School introduced The Resilience Project in Semester 2, 2021. This involved
staff participating in a series of webinars and professional learning presentations delivered by the
team at The Resilience Project. These presentations focused on staff learning about the program and
the importance of supporting, guiding, and teaching students the three pillars of GEM – Gratitude,
Empathy and Mindfulness to support positive mental health and wellbeing. Prior to the students
taking part in the program, they participated in a Resilient Youth Survey. The data collected from this
survey was presented to staff to outline the need for such a program to be taught within our school
and how The Resilience Project Curriculum relates to improving student’s mental health and
wellbeing outcomes. Each student was provided with a Student Journal and participated in lessons
focused on the three pillars of GEM and Emotional Literacy. The Resilience Project Curriculum entailed
the students watching engaging video presentations developed by The Resilience Project Team and
participating in lessons to support their understandings of and to embed Emotional Literacy,
Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness in their day to day lives. Teachers have reported a positive
change in students overall wellbeing and approach towards others, displaying gratitude, empathy,
and resilience in differing situations. South Newman Primary School will continue The Resilience
Project into 2022, where students will participate in a follow up Resilient Youth Survey. The data
collected in 2022 will be compared to the baseline data received in 2021 to show the impact of the
teaching and learning of the program.

The Zones of Regulation
At the beginning of 2021, we re-introduced The Zones of Regulation across all classrooms from
Kindergarten – Year 6. Each classroom created a display of the four zones and a self-check-in area for
students to complete each time they entered the classroom. Throughout Term 1, all classrooms
engaged in The Zones of Regulation curriculum as their Health program, teaching students about
identifying their feelings and emotions, understanding their feelings in context, effective regulation
tools, when and how to use these tools, how to problem solve using positive solutions, understanding
how their behaviours influence others’ thoughts and feelings, with the ultimate goal of moving
towards students independently regulating their own emotions in a positive way.

WELLBEING
By reintroducing the Zones of Regulation as a whole school approach we developed a common
language amongst staff, students, and parents. This improved the student’s communication skills in
solving problems and strategies to assist in overcoming strong feelings and emotions. As part of the
reintroduction of The Zones of Regulation to South Newman Primary School, all classrooms were
asked to create a ‘Calm Down Corner.’ These areas consisted of a quite space somewhere in the
classroom, where students could go if they need some time to regulate their emotions. There would
be cushions, bean bags, mindful colouring, lazy 8 breathing cards, sensory/fidget items and tools
teachers had discussed with students around regulating their emotions.
Both The Zones of Regulation and The Resilience Project curriculums compliment each other in
supporting our students at South Newman Primary School’s mental health and wellbeing. We will be
continuing both programs in 2022.

Awesome Arts – STEAMED Up Project
Throughout Semester 2, 2021, South Newman Primary School welcomed artists in residence from the
Awesome Arts STEAMED Up Project. The artists in residence worked with selected students from
Years 3-6 on long term projects focusing on and exploring student’s personal talents and strengths.
The student’s work was also focused on utilising the seven key skillsets of critical thinking and
problem solving; collaboration across networks; agility and adaptability; initiative and
entrepreneurship; communicating effectively, assessing, and analysing information; and using
curiosity and imagination as they worked together. The students explored collaboration and
teamwork, sharing their achievements with their peers, teachers, and families, and reflected on their
development throughout the semester.

Wellbeing Committee - Sensory Path
To compliment The Resilience Project and The Zones of Regulation, South Newman Primary School’s
Wellbeing Committee designed a ‘Sensory Path’ to be painted along one of the pathways within the
school grounds. A pathway that runs through the middle of the school, that all students have access
to, was chosen so all students could utilise the path as a regulation tool. The ‘Sensory Path’ is used by
whole classes walking to and from different areas within the school and by individual students who
have chosen the path as one of their tools to assist in emotional regulation. The ‘Sensory Path’ has
been a wonderful addition to our school grounds, assisting students to self-regulate and to also have
fun engaging with peers and developing their motor skills.

WELLBEING
Boys Shed
The ‘Boys Shed’ at South Newman Primary School started in 2018 to involve the Year 6 boys in an
engagement group. In 2021, the 'Boys Shed' led by two volunteers Chris McIntosh and Shane Parnell.
Chris and Shane, volunteer their time every Friday afternoon to work with groups of Year 6 boys,
completing hands-on projects as well as mentoring the boys and giving them an opportunity to
express themselves and communicate openly with one another. The Boy’s Shed works on a rotation
schedule, so all Year 6 boys get an opportunity to participate in the initiative.
2021 saw many projects completed by the Boy’s Shed, including repairing and maintaining the boat in
the early childhood playground, making targets for the local volunteer Fire Station for training drills
and practise, participating in a worksite Occupational Safety and Health Inspection and moving the
school’s scooter rack to the front of the school.
Brooke Donaldson
Student Services Deputy Principal
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