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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
Hello Everyone
I would like to start this newsletter acknowledging the terrific work of our Aboriginal Engagement Team,
particularly our Aboriginal Islander Education Officer (AIEO) Allanna Taranto. Special mention to Ashlee Tucker
for all her preparation for NAIDOC.
NAIDOC Week was celebrated slightly differently this year with COVID 19. Not only was it celebrated later in the
year, it also saw a few changes to the usual program. However, the week was a huge success with the students
learning more deeply the history of Aboriginal people.Other activities included a special dance performance by
‘Ngoey Mura Gubal’ which means ‘we come for all directions of the winds’ but our roots are connected to the
Torres Strait” History learning of NAIDOC, stories, learning about Indigenous artists, damper making, symbol
recognition, textured photo walk, understanding of Acknowledgement to Country and much more.
One tradition we have kept going and will continue to do so is the class door competition. Each year we use the
theme of NAIDOC and have classes decorate their door around the theme. The Aboriginal Engagement team
select a class to win a prize. The prize is a piece of artwork from Martu Milli. As we have been doing this for
several years, we are slowing ensuring each class has some Martu Milli art works displayed. This year Allanna
Taranto donated the artwork herself, it was some basket weaving. That was because the class who won this
year's door prize added their own weaving to their display.
On Friday 6th November, we had our annual faction Swimming Carnival and Gascoyne were the triumphant
winners of 2020. With an outstanding effort by all.
Last Friday, I received the report for our school review. It was an absolute pleasure to read. I feel very privileged
to be leading our school and very grateful to be working with such a dedicated staff, great students, and
community. The report outlined the six domains each school is measured against. In each area the reviewers
only had commendations and no recommendations, which is something quite outstanding. Each school must
share their report with the community and our report is attached to this newsletter. It will also be available online.
On Monday morning our Year 6 students, Miss Hammond, Mr Boelema and Mrs Outram woke up in Perth on
camp. There was much excitement yesterday at the airport as they farewell families and getting ready for their big
adventure. The camp takes place at the Ern Halliday camp school in Hillarys. The activities the students include
visiting the Perth Zoo and Fremantle Prison, Optus Stadium Tour, Ice Skating and more
The next few weeks is going to fly by so please keep these dates in mind.
Monday 14 December, all reports will be emailed out to families. If no email address a hard copy will be sent
home.
Tuesday, 15 December- the 2021 class lists will be displayed in the undercover area.
Thursday, 17 December is the last day of school.
Our administration building is relocating to Room 12 on Friday 4 December while our new administration building
takes shape. It is not likely to be finished until May 2021.
As with the information previously sent out via the Skoolbag app the front car park will no longer be accessible
post 17 December.
Warm regards
Katie
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Swimming Carnival

Year 4 Runner up
G – Indie Talbot
B – Cash Allen
Year 4 Champion –
G – Evie Dickinson / Zia Smith
B – Isaac Nicholson

Year 5 Champion –
G – Milla Yates-Woodhouse
B – Dane Dickinson

Year 5 Runner Up
G – Jaida Agett
B – Carlos Wereta

Year 6 Runner Up –
G – Jersey Allen / Ella Airton
B – Jonah Marr
Year 6 Champion –
G – Savannah Nicholson
B – Kyran Jackson

NAIDOC WEEK

9th - 14th November

Always Was, Always Will Be. Recognises that First Nations people have occupied and cared
for this continent for over 65,000 years.
We are spiritually and culturally connected to this country.
This country was criss-crossed by generations of brilliant Nations.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were
Australia’s first explorers, navigators, engineers, farmers, botanists,
scientists, diplomats, astronomers and artists.
Australia has the world’s oldest oral stories. The First
Peoples engraved the world’s first maps, made the earliest paintings of
ceremony and invented unique technologies. They built and engineered structures
- structures on Earth - predating well-known sites such as the Egyptian
Pyramids and Stonehenge.
Their adaptation and intimate knowledge of Country enabled
them to endure climate change, catastrophic droughts and rising sea levels.
Always Was, Always Will Be. Acknowledges that hundreds
of Nations and their cultures covered this continent. All were managing the
land - the biggest estate on earth - to sustainably provide for their future.
Through ingenious land management systems, like fire stick
farming, they transformed the harshest habitable continent into a land of
bounty.
NAIDOC Week 2020 acknowledges and celebrates that our
nation’s story didn’t begin with documented European contact whether in 1770 or
1606 - with the arrival of the Dutch on the western coast of the Cape York
Peninsula.
The very first footprints on this continent were those belonging to First Nations Peoples.
Our coastal Nations watched and interacted with at least 36 contacts made by Europeans
prior to 1770. Many of them resulting in the charting of the northern, western and southern
coastlines – of our lands and our waters.
For us, the people of Australia, our nation’s story began at
the dawn of time.

South Newman Primary
celebrated slightly different
this year as initial
organisation was in a COVID19 environment and we
decided to continue with the
planning of taking time to
reflect on Australian's
history, culture and
achievements.
In class learning was the
focus.

KIDDO Incursion

During week 4 our Junior students were lucky
enough to receive a visit from Dr Brodie Ward who
is a part of the KIDDO team, a program which
aims to improve fundamental movement skills
and develop motivation and confidence to be
active for life. The students all enjoyed themselves
whilst learning new games and improving their
skills.

