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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

Dear Parents and Carers
I hope this newsletter finds everyone well and happy.
I would to thank all students, staff and parents for their involvement in our recent athletics carnivals.
Last week our Kindy and Preprimary students had their carnival and showed us their skills and
talents in the running and team events. A very big thank you must go Miss Stacey Gardiner and her
team of teachers who coordinated the day. It is always lovely to see parents, friends and family
members at school cheering on their child and others so thank you to all who attended the carnival.
On Wednesday we had our Years 1-6 athletics carnival followed by our whole school Twilight
Carnival. The day and evening were made very enjoyable by the students as their excitement and
enthusiasm was contagious. Again a big thank you to all the staff and Mr Luke Tidy who made the
day and evening possible.
I did notice many of our students not having a hat or a broad brimmed hat at school for these events.
I strongly encourage parents to ensure that their child has a broad brimmed hat at school each day.
Sun protection is so important at every age but especially when children are young. Melanoma - Skin
cancer is very real and can be life threatening.
NAPLAN ONLINE – School Readiness Test
You may have heard that NAPLAN Online was introduced in 2018, with 274 schools Western
Australian schools participating. Our school will be transitioning to NAPLAN Online in 2019.
NAPLAN online will provide better assessment, more precise results and faster turnaround of
information. Your child’s results will be returned to the school faster, within a few weeks rather than a
few months.
This trial, called the School Readiness Test (SRT), will enable us to assess our technical readiness
to implement the new online assessments. In addition, it will give us a chance to try out the new
national online assessment platform in a real-life classroom environment.
Between August 27th and September 4th, all students in Years 3 and 5 will participate in a trial of the
assessment platform, by undertaking two online readiness tests (one test only for Year 3) that
include examples of the new NAPLAN online questions. Each test will take about 45 minutes to
complete. Our Year 3 students will participate in the test on Monday 27th August and the Year 5
students will take part across Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th September.

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT CONTINUED
Participating in this trial is important as it will help us ensure we have adequate internet connectivity,
and whether students have access to sufficient number of devices for NAPLAN Online testing.
During the trial, our teachers will have the opportunity to practice managing the classroom logistics
for an online assessment and the new test administration processes.
The readiness test has not been constructed to assess curriculum knowledge, but rather to provide
students with an opportunity to experience the types of questions that will be included in the new
online assessments. As such, reports will not be provided. Please email me if you would like more
information.
Last Friday for our School Development Day staff participated in professional learning about the
Cultural Standards Framework and on Working Memory/Executive Functioning. Both sessions were
very informative and gave staff practical tips on ways in which to better support and cater for their
students. As parents you may like to read about Executive Functioning as when a child has issues
in this area the child is often misjudged and seen as lazy, lacking attention, disorganised and
unable to keep their emotions in check. Sadly, these children don’t always get the right kind of
support or are not given the right strategies to help them. So I encourage parents to look into this if
you feel you can assist your child at home. If you would like more information about any of it please
either contact me or Claire Chalk at school. This website has more information that you may find
useful;. https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/child-learning-disabilities/executivefunctioning-issues/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-child-with-executive-functioning-issues
Next Thursday our school is hosting the Interschool Athletics Carnival on the Goanna Oval. A
selected number of students from Years 3-6 will be competing against Newman Primary School. We
wish all competitors a fun filled day. I would like to thank and acknowledge Denise Boreham for her
immense contributions and support to both our school athletics carnival and the interschool carnival.
Denise has assisted with advice, marking the lines on the oval, loaning equipment through Little
Athletics and generally helping in a variety of ways. We sincerely thank Denise for her commitment
to the children of Newman.

Katie Wallace
Principal
South Newman Primary School

MERITS - WEEK 4

MERITS - WEEK 6

Lunch Time Yoga
Some of our Years 4, 5
and 6 students practicing
their yoga skills at a
Wednesday lunch time
session with Rowena
Purdy.
Team Work!

Lunch Time
Chill Outs
Miss Loren loves having
students visit the Student
Services room on Mondays
and Thursdays during Play
Lunch to chill out, draw, play
games, and listen to music.

P&C Volunteers Needed
The school’s P&C committee need fresh input and assistance to help continue activities. The
committee meets twice a term for about one hour. Unless you are able, there is no expectation or
massive amounts of other volunteer hours. The P&C require new executive committee members
due to some of the team stepping down and leaving town. Please come along to the next meeting
on Wednesday 12 September at 7pm at the meeting room in the Newman Hotel. Coming along
and meeting members on the evening is “commitment free”. Alternatively, email
southnewmanpc@gmail.com.
The school’s P&C is a team of volunteers who, amongst many other roles, run the uniform shop
and canteen as not-for-profit. In addition to events and fundraising that are leading to the nature
playground, the P&C along with the school community were able to fund the resurfacing of both
basketball courts, installation of a new playground, and an additional water fountain, and literacy
resources for the students.

NATSI Day
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day (NATSI Day)
is a time for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families to celebrate the
strengths and culture of their children. The day is an opportunity for all
Australians to show their support for Aboriginal children, as well as learn
about the crucial impact that community, culture and family play in the life of
every Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child.

Save the Children
Thank you to Save the Children for donating seedlings to our Early
Childhood Centre Garden Beds.

The Boys Shed
The Boys Shed
students helping
their mentors and
Mr Tidy dig out the
sand and put the
boat they sanded
down and prepped
for painting into the
Kindy/Pre-Primary
playground.

Mission accomplished!

2018 Runner Up & Champion

2018 Athletics Carnival

